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April 7: In a column published in the Los Angeles daily newspaper La Opinion, Jorge Bustamante,
president of the Colegio de la Frontera Norte and professor at Notre Dame, said that the number
of abuse complaints against the US Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) has "increased
considerably." According to Bustamante, over the past year, 50 million attempts were made to cross
the US border at Tijuana-San Diego. "The fact is that, after the initiation of more stringent controls
at the border because of the Gulf war, the number of police brutality complaints has increased,"
said Bustamante. April 12: During a speech before members of the Texas state legislature, Mexican
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari called for an end to the violence against Mexican immigrnats
in the US. Salinas noted that economic growth in Mexico would reduce the number of illegal
immigrants entering the US. But, he added, as long as Mexicans continue to seek employment,
they should be protected against violence. April 20: The Mexican-American Legal Defense and
Education Foundation (MALDEF) reported that since the implementation of the 1986 immigration
legislation, discrimination against practically all Latinos has increased, regardless of their citizenship
or residency status. Frank Quevedo, MALDEF board of directors president, pointed out that many
people in the US do not distinguish between Latinos or Hispanics born in the US, and immigrants.
Consequently, he said, all Latinos are classified as immigrants or illegals, "and are discriminated
against by employers who don't want to take a risk." Quevedo said immigrants are subjected to
physical, verbal, emotional, and psychological abuse. He also noted "alarming mortality rates"
among immigrants. (Sources: Notimex, 04/07/91, 04/20/91; EFE, 04/12/91)
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